
   

 

Why Invest in Adult English literacy?  
 United States 

 

Foreign-Born vs. LEP, United States, 
Ages, 16-64, 1980-2012 

 
 

“The size of the working-age LEP 
population is more than two-
and-a-half times what it was in 
1980, and the LEP share of the U.S. 
working-age population has increased 
from 4.8 to 9.3%.”1 

Maryland 
 

340,000 Limited English Proficient 
(LEP) individuals. 2 

 

 

 3 

96% Growth for Maryland’s labor 
force during last decade with 
immigrants accounting for 
nearly all growth. 4 

 

40% of immigrant adults are LEP, 
resulting in lower wages and 
unutilized skills. 5 

Montgomery County 
 

39% speak a language other 
than English at home – more than 
double the state percent of 17%.6 
 
 

Limited English LEP            
County Residents7

 
 

14% MCPS students are ESOL8 
 

22, 047 parents are LEP. 9 
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Notes:  
1.Limited English Proficient (LEP)  http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports2/2014/09/english-
skills#/M10580; 2.Dec 2013, http://www.dhr.state.md.us/blog/?p=9945; 3. Data 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/AdultEd/state-profiles/maryland.pdf; 4&5. WIA 
Annual Report, http://www.dllr.state.md.us/wdplan/mdpy2013wiaannrep.pdf; 6.Census Data 2009- 
2013 (pct age 5+, 396,504 people); 7. Extrapolated from 2013 Census estimate/ACS 2011 percentage 
for question “speak English less than very well”. Question discontinued after 2011. 8.MCPS schools data 
2013-2014 year, approx. 22,047 students, ESOL (English for Speakers of other Languages); 
9.Extrapolated from ESOL MCPS students. Estimate at least one LEP parent for each student. 
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THE COALTION NETWORK 

Annually, MCAEL collects information on programs offering English 
classes in the County for the MCAEL Provider Directory. This data is then 
analyzed to determine the extent to which English programming is 
available in the County. The coalition network of English language 
programs is as geographically diverse as Montgomery County. 
Even with the number and diversity of programs, learners wait to 
access classes as the demand exceeds the supply of classes available.  
 
  

102 
English Class Sites by Area** 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** Locations for FY15. There are a total of 108 
locations. Information on region reflects public 
locations only. Private locations include 
employee and union sponsored classes and 
corrections locations. 
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SEATS IN ENGLISH CLASSES BY REGION  

 

   52 Organizations offer English classes. 
 

  75   Programs offered via 52 organizations.  
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 MCAEL FY14 Provider Directory Data 

Fast Facts FY15 

 28,222     
Adults in classes 
out of the 162,000 
LEP Residents* 

 15 Programs 
offer Childcare 

 9 Programs 

Offer Support for 
transportation  

32 Open Entry 

Programs 
 

English language programs are labeled 
“Open Entry” when learners can enter 
a class at any time. Open entry 
programs provide an access point 
for learners and a space to practice 
English when on wait lists for managed 
programs. 
 

43 Managed 

Enrollment 
Programs 
 

The “Managed Enrollment” programs 
have start/end dates and assessment 
and placement process. Research 
shows that managed enrollment 
programs result in higher 
learning gains.  
 

* Learners in public & private classes FY14. 2013 Census 
estimate/ACS 2011 (see page 1 for more detail) 

Session Type 
  Managed: Semesters (F/W/Spr/Su)       

/ Open Entry: Year round 
 

 

Fall, 
44, 

26% 

Winter
, 26, 
16% 

Spring, 
41, 

 

Summ
er, 23, 
14% 

Open 
Entry, 

31, 
19% 

Program Diversity and Supports for 
English Language leaners 

The coalition network offers different types of programs, times, 
sessions/semesters, levels and supports for adult learners. Adult learners 
balance family priorities and work/multiple jobs, as well as a need to 
develop other work/life skills. The diversity and supports make 
classes accessible for adults. 

Weekend/Weekday & Times 

 
** National Reporting System for Adult Education 
programs www.nrsweb.org. 
*** Supports noted by program vs.organization. 
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 MCAEL FY14 Grantee 

Gender 
2,121 Leaners with 0% unreported. 

 

Primary Care Givers 
2,121 Leaners with 2% unreported. Of 
the estimated 22, 000+ parents with 
MCPS students, 5% are accessing English 

classes through MCAEL  grant programs. 

 
 

Age 
2,067 Learners, 2.5% unreported. 

 

 

Region of Origin 
2,090 Learners, 1.5% unreported

 

 

Female 1190 56% 

Male  931 44% 

Yes 1029 48% 

No 1056 50% 

272 236 

418 

653 

488 

60 + 50-59 40-49 30-39 17-29

251, 
12% 

1553, 
74% 

262, 
13% 

24, 1% Africa (28)

Americas
(22)

Asia (22)

Europe (10)

 Working adults in class 

   Green: 2013, 1464 Learners 
  Blue:  2014, 2067 Learners 

The majority of adults in classes are 
working age. Senior Citizens are 
13% of learners which aligns with 
13% of Seniors in Mont. County. 1  

 

1 quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/24/24031.html 
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TOP 10 Countries of birth 

Green: 2013/Blue:  2014 
For FY14, 29% equals 620 adults and 
2% equals 34 adults. The majority of the 
immigrant LEP population is from the 
Americas (Central/Latin/South) and 
Eastern Asia (China/Korea) following.2  

 
2www.montgomerycountymd.gov/lep/resources/files/LEP
_Annual_Report_2010.pdf  
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MCAEL Grantee  
Demographic WinTer/Spring FY14 

The following pages showcase the Winter/Spring data (Jan 2014-June 
2014) for the 16 programs that received MCAEL funding in FY14. Data 
remained consistent with FY13 data. Data shows services provided 
and services align with demographic data of the County based 
on region of origin and age.  
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 MCAEL FY14 Provider Directory Data 

2

Adult learner zip code by region  
  2,121 Learners  

 
 
 

Bethesda , 
57 

East 
County, 56 

MidCounty 
, 470 

Rockville, 
233 Silver 

Spring, 336 

UpCounty, 
583 

Other/Not 
Reported, 

386 

TOP 13 Zip Codes of adult learner 

Green:2013, 1,054 Adults/ Blue:2014, 1,433 Adults 

 

Zip codes: Adult Learner to MCPS *  

  Orange: 4,551 MCPS / Blue: 1,433 Adult Learners
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MCAEL Grantee 
geographic data 

The MCAEL funded programs are serving adults all 
across Montgomery County. Most of the learners are 
coming from economically disadvantaged areas in the 
County. Additionally, the MCPS zip codes with the 
highest number of students correspond to the MCAEL 
data for top zip codes for adult learners.  
Note: It is important to note that the data here is 
showing who is being served vs. the need.  
 

*This chart only shows MCAEL funded programs. It does not 
show Montgomery College adult learners or other non-funded 
program in the MCAEL Provider Directory. 

8 Zip Codes Correlate with Montgomery 
County Health and Human Services 

 

High‐Need Zip Codes 
•20906              •20877                •20874               •20850 
  

HEZ Zones - areas defined as economically disadvantaged & 
with poor health outcomes 

 •20903            •20886                •20912                •20879 
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Learner goals and indicators of success 

MCAEL grant funded programs track more than how many people they are serving, they ask learners why they are taking classes 
(chart above). Classes are tailored to fit the goals the learners identify. Additionally, programs created a list of “Indicators of Success” 
with MCAEL to determine how the learners were meeting their goals. By meeting these goals learners gain the ability to 
interact with the broader community and all of Montgomery County benefits.  Below is a list of the top ten indicators 
for learners in FY14 Winter/Spring. 
 

Lorem Ipsum Spring 2016, Issue 4 

CREDITS: Data book created for MCAEL by Heather Ritchie, Education Consultant, utilizing data collected by MCAEL; Photos: Stephanie Williams Images; For 
questions or more information visit MCAEL at www.mcael.org or contact MCAEL at admin@mcael.org or 301-881-1338. 

What can adult learners do in English now? 
Dark Blue: Most Popular Pre-Class Goals / Light Blue: Post-Class Goals (Goals Achieved) 
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Increase English use at activities

Communicate better at work

Answer telephone in English

Complete a simple form

Speak in English with neighbors

Tell basic health info to doctor

Better Shopper / Compare Prices

Increase salary / obtain promotion

Talk with child's teacher in English

Help child with homework
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ADULT Learners registered 
3,041 MCAEL funded/*not MCAEL funded 

 
**Enrolled includes duplicates of learners who attended more than one session. Registered shows 
unique learners served across sessions (unduplicated) 
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2,793 adults enrolled in FY14 Winter/Spring 
(January-June 2014) Classes. An increase from the 

2, 488 enrolled for same time frame in FY13. 

Why are learners Taking 
Classes? 

Blue: 2014 ,2,121 Learners /Green: 2013, 1,553 Learners 
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